
 

 
 
Thousands of innocent people are wrongfully imprisoned each year in the United States. 
Some are exonerated through DNA, but many more languish in prison because their 
convictions were based on faulty eyewitness accounts with no genetic evidence to clear 
them. Case of a Lifetime is the gripping story of one lawyer’s efforts to vindicate a 
woman wrongly imprisoned for 28 years because of mistaken identification.  In a deeply 
personal voice—one full of insight and wit—Abbe Smith shares her journey from law 
student to seasoned criminal lawyer through her decades-long defense of an innocent 
client.  Interweaving other real life cases, Smith describes the moral and ethical 
dilemmas of representing the guilty and the weighty burden of fighting for the innocent.  
Notwithstanding the bedrock principle that a person accused of crime is “presumed 
innocent,” Case of a Lifetime is a chilling look at how the system really works.    
 
   
Abbe Smith is Professor of Law and Co-Director of the Criminal Justice Clinic and  
E. Barrett Prettyman Fellowship Program at Georgetown Law School.  She teaches and 
writes in the areas of criminal law, legal ethics, and clinical legal education, and is the 
author of Understanding Lawyers’ Ethics (with Monroe H. Freedman).  Smith began her 
career as a public defender and has been a criminal lawyer for more than 25 years.   
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"An extraordinary, profoundly moving book....       
I know of no other book that says as much about a 

defense lawyer's motivations, self-doubt, frustrations.  I 
finished it with tears in my eyes."   

—Anthony Lewis, Pulitzer Prize winning author of Gideon’s 
Trumpet  

 
"A substantial work: intelligent, subtle, and honest. I 
couldn't put the book down..... It is a testament to 

what can happen when one person reaches out to another 
in need.” 

—Sister Helen Prejean, author of Dead Man Walking 
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